St Mary’s 10.00am  Thursday 22nd December 2016
John the Baptist has prepared the way.
-The Census has been announced.
-Mary & Joseph are on their way to Bethlehem.
-The Inn Keepers are rehearsing their lines: “No Room” 
 
and Christmas is just days away. So what is a Word from the Lord for Today? 
HERE IS A WORD FROM THE LORD
              “Behold, what MANNER OF LOVE the Father has lavished upon us, 
              that we should be called ‘Children of God’ 
                                                                                           (1John 3 verse 1)
It is one of the great verses of the New Testament.   
And it is very appropriate for Christmas time.

Three things:
FIRST, the word “BEHOLD!”
‘Behold’ the old fashioned, ‘Lo’,  means “See!”  “Look carefully”   “Consider deeply”  “Investigate”
We could almost translate it, “PAY ATTENTION!” 
The word is a singular imperative. (Idete, not the usual ‘Idou’)                             St John is not being like a teacher addressing the whole class and saying, “All of you look at this....”
No, St John is addressing us individually and saying,

“You, Martin, look at this ....   You, Val, look at this .... 
IF EVER you open the Bible and expect to be addressed by name, then HERE IT IS 1 John 3 v1   It is addressed to YOU BY NAME. Singular Imperative.  “Martin, Wake Up. Pay Attention  Behold!”     
So what are we to wake up TO?                                 
(2)
SECOND, we are to wake up to THE QUALITY of love
“Behold, WHAT MANNER of love”   The length, the breadth, the height, the depth of God’s love takes away the Apostle’s breath.

The NIV “see what great love” is poor as there is no mega in the original text. The ESV is better “see what kind of love” but the AV is best, “Behold, what manner of love”. The original (pota-pos) means ‘from what country’ so the verse means ‘from what realm does this love come from?’. Answer: ‘this is love from a heavenly realm’  ‘from another dimension’. This is divine love.
St John is bowled over by the SHEER QUALITY of God’s love.                                                      It hits him between the eyes.
He is staggered by it all. It takes away his breath. It is undeserved.
This love of God is beyond words so the Apostle does not try to describe its quality. HE CANNOT.  He simply expresses it in the words “what manner” and like a piece of good art expects us to let those words play on the imagination of our minds.
The only thing he DOES SAY is that this love is LAVISHED UPON US.

This is a word of generosity, of super-abundance, of going way beyond what could be expected. It is a word of grace.

Unworthy though we are, the truth is that God DOES lavish his love upon those who believe in his Son Jesus Christ.

“See” they all said at Lazarus’ grave when he raised him from the dead, “See how he loved him”

Its the same love God lavishes on us.

(3)
THIRD, St John also describes what this love that is lavished upon us DOES.  It makes us CHILDREN of GOD.
Amazingly, we aren’t just “called” children of God. We ARE children of God because what he calls into being he makes a reality.

It means we are adopted and given a home and a parent. We are members of a new family.
Of all the things we could ever do, what is one of the most noble?
Surely, to offer an orphan, a homeless and parentless child, a new home and the love of a new parent.

And THATS what God does for us.

We are orphans of the world, far from God, and he lovingly welcomes us into a new home with him as our loving heavenly Father.

NO WONDER St John says “Behold, what manner of love”

It is the greatest of privileges.

Now the Bible is quite clear. We are NOT ALL children of God but “those who believe in his name he gives power to become the children of God”

‘Children of God’ are those who know this love God lavishes upon us.

‘Children of God’ are believers.

Worldly types don’t know this, they have no time for Jesus and they turn their backs on him, on his love and on being part of God’s family. They refuse to see, refuse to understand, refuse to respond to the love of God.

They prefer the false values and ways of the world.                                                                                            It is the saddest of tragedies.

And so it would be wrong to call them “children of God”.                                                Its a title they don’t want.

(4)
And what is our response to this love?                                                                   
TO SHARE IT WITH OTHERS THIS CHRISTMAS

Who can you invite along to our worship?                                                      Who can you share this verse with and talk about what it means?                       Can you make others “Pay Attention” and Behold what manner of love God lavishes upon us?
Sharing our hope is the only fitting response to such a great love.
