
 

 

 Welcome to St Mary’s 

 

Worship Today: 

 

8.30am   Holy Communion (BCP) 

                                      10.30am  Holy Communion (CW) 

Readings: 1 John 4.7-18; Luke 3.7-18 

                                                           ********* 
 
Prayer is offered, in the Resurrection Chapel, during and after each 10.30 service. 
You are encouraged to bring your concerns and your thanks to God, and you can 
be assured that your requests will be kept confidential. 
 
We have toy bags for small children to play with during the service, and under 5’s 
can use the Children’s Corner at any time, with parental supervision. 

 

Mid-week: 

Wednesdays 9.00am Short informal Morning Prayer – All welcome 

Thursdays 10.00am Holy Communion. Advance warning: there will not be 

a service on Thursday 27th December. 

 5.45pm - 8.15pm GFS in the Parish Rooms 
 
 

Services on 23th December 

  8.30am        Holy Communion (BCP) 

10.30am       Morning Worship (CW) 

  7.00pm       Carol Service   

  

 

DIARY & NOTICES 
 
 
Today LUNCH CLUB (for those on their own): 1.15pm at the Hideout. 

Please see Val Creasey if you are interested in attending 
 
Today COMMUNITY CAROL SINGING: We will be carol singing around 

the Fairfields Estate, beginning at The Zone at 6.00pm and 
finishing back there at 7.00pm for hot chocolate and mince pies. 
All welcome – the more the merrier! 

 
Thur 20th Dec CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY COFFEE MORNING: 10.00am-

11.45am in the Parish Rooms for coffee, cake, craft and a chat. 
Do bring your family and friends. 

 
Thur 20th Dec SINGING PRACTICE FOR CAROL SERVICE: 8.00pm in 

Church. 
 

ST MARY’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE INVITES: Many thanks to those who have 
been helping to deliver these around our parish. Please check the list at the back 
of church to see if there are any roads that still need to be covered this week. Any 
help would be much appreciated. Otherwise, do take an invitation to give to 
friends, neighbours or family. 
 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT at the Methodist Church. North Shropshire Methodist 
Youth Choir Saturday 22nd December 7.00pm, not 7.30pm. Free admission but 
offering to be taken for the Foodbank. 
 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSURE: The church office will be closed from 24th 
December and will re-open on 2nd January.   
 
PART TIME EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY WITH CHRISTIAN CHARITY: 
Fountains Christian Counselling is seeking a paid Administrator 5 hours per week. 
If you are interested in this opportunity, please see details on the church 
noticeboard or email sue@fountainscounselling.org.uk for a job description and 
application form. 
 
BRING & SHARE LUNCHES FOR 2019: There is now a list in the Welcome Area 
for offers to host lunches during 2019. If you feel you could fill in one of the gaps it 
would be most appreciated.  
 
STAINED GLASS WINDOW GREETING CARDS: Greeting cards with images of 
St Mary’s stained glass windows are available on the book stall at a cost of £1 
each. Some are suitable for use as Christmas cards.  
 
SCHOOLS’ CALENDAR: Under the umbrella of Drayton Arts Fest, another 
calendar has been produced in conjunction with all schools in the area. These are 
for sale at £5.00, with all proceeds going to the schools. Specimen copy and sign-
up sheet at the West End. Please support our schools. 
 
A new FRESH START COURSE will start on 22nd January 2019, for further 
information please contact Jill Alexander on 07845 762309 or email 
‘jillalexander@capuk.org’. 
 
 
              CAP Fresh Start (help with addictions)      
              CAP Debt Centre               0800 328 0006   or       01274 760839 
              CAP Job Club                                             07399 852 163  
              FOUNTAINS Counselling Service                      07980 387 847 

 
 
FOODBANK.URGENTLY NEEDED THIS WEEK:  Tinned Fruit (NO STOCK), 
Coffee (NO STOCK), Jam (NO STOCK), Long Life Juice, UHT Milk, Biscuits 
Packets of Mashed Potato, Custard, Rice , Sponge Pudding, Cereal, Tinned Meat 
(corned beef, ham, Spam) Laundry Washing Powder and Washing up Liquid, 
Shampoo, Men’s Toiletries Tinned Fish.  
 
 

mailto:sue@fountainscounselling.org.uk


 

 

 
FOOD LOW IN STOCK: Cat and Dog Food, Rice Pudding, Tinned Vegetables, 
Pasta Sauce, Tinned Potatoes.  
NOT NEEDED AT PRESENT: Pasta, Soup, Baked Beans and Nappies. 
Website link: https://marketdrayton.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NB: The next notice sheet will cover Sunday 23rd and Sunday 30th December. 

If you have any notices to include please submit them no later than 

WEDNESDAY EVENING to Helen, our Administrator, either to 01630 653505 

or stmarysmd@btinternet.com 

 

VICAR: Revd Catherine McBride                           CHURCH OFFICE: Helen Hughes 

Phone:  01630 656943                                            Phone:  01630 653505 

Email: vicar@stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk            Email: stmarysmd@btinternet.com 

Day off: Friday                                                      Open Monday - Friday 11am-1pm 
              
Our web address:  www.stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk   
 
 

to access the notice sheet online go to: www.stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk 

You can also follow us on Facebook 

 

 
 
 

 

 
MARKET 
DRAYTON 

 

                    Registered Charity Number: 1144116 

 

 

Sunday 16th December 2018           

3 in Advent  
 

I remember when I eventually realised that God was calling me into ordained 
ministry; it felt absolutely right and yet, at the same time, absolutely terrifying. 
But, I also remember saying to myself, “OK, do I believe God wants the best 
for me? …Yes. Do I believe that he loves me and knows me, perhaps better 
than I know myself, and knows what will fulfil me and make me happy? …Yes. 
In that case, even if this is absolutely terrifying, it’s going to be the best thing 
for me.” 

Change can be frightening. The future can be uncertain. Sometimes, we can 
be looking forward to something and nervous about it, at the same time. 
Reminding myself that God loved me helped to calm my fears. 

Advent is a time for personal reflection, when we look at our lives and take 
stock. As we do, we might become aware of things God wants to change in 
our lives, or things he might be calling us to do. And that might be scary. But 
our heavenly Father knows and wants what’s best for us. He loves us – and 
his love can cast out our fear. 

As we reflect, we might ask ourselves if we ready to meet the Christ-Child this 
Christmas, or ready to meet him when he comes again, and that thought 
might make us fearful. It needn’t. God loves us and proved it by sending his 
Son, so that we could have life – real life, full life, forever life – through him. 
The knowledge of that kind of love can cast out our fear. 

Is something worrying you? Are you anxious about the future?  Ask God to fill 
your heart and mind with his love; let it drown out those anxious thoughts and 
expel the worries and fear and replace them with his peace this Christmas. 
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