Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s, Market Drayton                       on Sunday 1st August 2010 at 10.30am
2010 Summer Sermon Series 1           Psalm 23 &  John 15 v9-15
Today we start a gentle Summer Sermon Series. As its holiday time each Sermon is independent of the others. Their titles are on the Noticesheet and they will go on the website for you if do miss some of them.                                                                                    
I am about to preach on John 15 v14&15 and next week Chris is going to preach on John 15 v16 so I must be careful not to say too much!
SO to the Text!  In John 15 v14:  Jesus said, “You are my friends”  
And in the very next verse explains why:

“A servant does not know his Master’s business BUT I have called you friends because I have made the Father known to you”   John 15 v15
In the ancient world, there was one, small, very select, group of people who held the highest position of honour and privilege. No one else came close. These people were called “THE FRIENDS OF THE KING” or “The Friends of the Emperor”.
AT ALL TIMES they had direct access to the King or Emperor. 
They had THE RIGHT to come to him at any time. They even had the right to come into his bedroom at the start of the day. The King would talk to them, the Friends of the King, BEFORE he talked to his Generals, before he talked to his Statesmen and before he talked any other Officials.
To be a ‘Friend of the King’ was THE most privileged position in the ancient world. 
Right now, in your minds, go back in time and just try to imagine what it would be like if you lived long ago and one day, when standing in the Court of the King, he approached you and said,  “You shall be Friend” or more directly, “You are my friend!”
What would that be been like?
(2)

SO when JESUS, the King of Kings, first said to his followers “YOU are my friends” they would have been ASTONISHED. These word are dynamite, they would have blown their minds. I doubt they would have fully understood it or could take it all in. 
Our Lord’s statement is an AMAZING statement.
            They are words of     -Unimagined intimacy.                                                                     -Unimagined privilege.                                                                           -Unimagined access.
They are THE BEST OFFER that can be made to us.
IF Jesus had called us ‘slaves’ or ‘servants’ that would have been  privilege enough and an honour to serve. But it would have been service at a distance. No slave or servant has rights. They cannot barge into the presence of the Master. If they do they will be disciplined.
But Jesus says a Christian is no longer a slave but a friend of God.                      Access is our right, access to Him is our privilege. 

Now, if THE QUEEN visited Market Drayton the crowds would be kept back behind security barriers and anyone who tried to come too near would be arrested. 
HOWEVER, if, say, Willie Carson, the Jockey, and former rider of her horses and friend, happened also to be in Market Drayton at the same time he would not be arrested but be given access.
So, to coin a phrase, we are the Willie Carson’s of Jesus!

Remember, in the OT no one could see God and live. But now Jesus, by saying “You are my friends”  has changed everything. 

He says:
-I want to meet with you every day.                                                                 -I want us to be close.                                                                                            -I want us to be best friends.
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And just so its importance can sink in, lets stress every syllable:

YOU are my friends                 Its individually address to each of us                                                                      You ARE my friends                 Its a fact!  We have Jesus’ word.                                                                    You are MY friends                  Its personal                                                                   You are my FRIENDS               Its intimate
As a child did you ever play soldiers? If you did you will recall that one  person had to be on Sentry duty and the phrase was:                                   “Who goes there: Friend or Foe?”                                                                         
A friend is someone on the same side as you. An enemy is not.
Now, its easy to make enemies.                                                                                  And its easy-ish to find fair-weather friends

But a true friend is much more difficult to find. 
Yet Jesus promises to be an ever-present true friend,                                             “Lo, I am with you always”
Psalm 23 can be viewed as a Psalm of friendship.
The friendly Shepherd. 
He is present with me in good and normal times to lead me to green pastures and still waters and restore my soul. 
He is also there in bad and difficult times, the valley times, so I need not fear and need not be alone. 
He is my sure Guide. 
And because of him I am blessed with goodness, and mercy and love. 
A true friend.

(4)

In conclusion, lets ponder the generosity of our Lord.
His very Name, Jesus Christ, we are told, means ‘Saviour’. 
-He was born TO BE our Saviour.                                                                     -And he died on the Cross AS our Saviour.                                                        -And he IS our Saviour –if we declare our faith in him.

And it should BE ENOUGH that he is our Saviour. 
BUT, BUT, BUT, in the generosity of God, he is MORE than just our Saviour. 

He is ALSO our FRIEND. 
He offer us Salvation AND Friendship.

And THAT is truly remarkable.

And is unique among all the world’s religions.

Its what makes Christianity so special.

Its a message to tell the world.

(If you want to engage your friends in a conversation about Jesus, why not discuss ‘Jesus our Friend’ with them)

Salvation AND Friendship:                                                                                      It amazed the first disciples and I hope it truly amazes you.
It is the very best offer that we can be made.

Take it up and don’t spun it!
