EASTER DAY 2010   St Mary’s 10.30am 
1 Corinthians 15 v1-11       ‘The fact of the resurrection’ 

In 1991, at the height of the Gulf War, Ruth Dillow received the saddest of messages that her Son, Clayton, had been killed stepping on a land mine and he was dead. Another War Casualty.
She later wrote, "I can’t begin to describe my grief & shock. It was almost more than I could bear. For 3 days I wept. For 3 days I expressed anger and loss. For 3 days people tried to comfort me, but all to no avail because the loss was too great."

But three days afterwards the Telephone rang.                                                
The voice at the other end said, "Mum, it’s me. I’m alive!"                                                                             Ruth Dillow said, "I couldn’t believe it at first. But then I recognized his voice and he really was alive."                                                                               The first message was all a mistake!

She said, "I laughed, I cried, I felt like turning cartwheels, because my son whom I had thought was dead, was really alive. I’m sure none of you can even begin to understand how I felt."

Perhaps not exactly.                                                                                   But those present on the first Easter Day WOULD have understood:
On the Friday they had watched their best friend undergo the mockery of a Trial; They had seen him led away and nailed to a Cross; They seen total darkness at midday; They had heard him shout out “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me”.  They had seen him die; Seen him taken down from the cross a dead and broken man. They had seen him buried and his Tomb sealed and guarded by soldiers.
Then they had gone home in despair, to cry and mourn and despair.                All their hopes were buried with him.
(2)

All day Saturday they were the same, in mourning and despair.
THEN, on the Sunday, on the FIRST EASTER DAY,                        everything changed.
Some women made their way along the path that led to His Tomb, wondering who would roll away the stone for them but when they arrived, they found that the stone had already been rolled away. 

An Angel there told them, "You’re looking in the wrong place. You’re looking for the living among the dead. He is not dead. He is alive. He is risen, even as He said!"

"HE IS RISEN!"     THIS is what we celebrate this morning. 
We celebrate THE FACT of the resurrection.                                                                That it really happened, that it really took place.                                 That Jesus is NOT dead, but LIVES.
And this makes all the difference in the world. A similar difference to that of a mother learning that her son she thought was dead, is not dead.
So, as Christians we are NOT ASKED to believe in the doctrine of the resurrection, as if a doctrine will save us. Instead, we are asked to meet this person who is raised from the dead and is now alive.             Faith moves us from belief in a doctrine to the knowledge of a person. 
Ultimate truth is A PERSON:                                                                          A person with a Name: The risen Lord Jesus Christ.                                                                        Easter is all about meeting HIM.
1 Corinthians 15 is THE GREAT CHAPTER in the Bible about his resurrection. And today we begin a 6 part Sermon Series on that Chapter.

Today, the FACT of the resurrection. We look at verses 1 to 11.
(3)

1. The resurrection is an historical fact. 
What is the evidence for this? 
1> The first is, “your own eyes!”   

He appeared to Peter, to James and to the Twelve, then to 500 Believers, most of whom are still alive and lastly, St Paul says, ‘he appeared to me’. We have seen the evidence. We have seen Jesus alive.

And, while one person may have visions or hallicinate, 500 can’t all at the same time. Our eyes don’t lie.

2> Second, none of the opponents theories hold water:
[ (i) Some say that Jesus didn’t actually die, he only fainted and recovered in the Tomb so, though he was seen alive on Easter Day, he had never been dead.

BUT Professional Roman soldiers knew how to crucify a man.  Medically, the fact that water and blood came out of Jesus’ side when the spear was thrust into him is evidence of his death because it only after death does water and blood separate in this way.

(ii) Pilate was surprised to learn that Jesus was dead and so he sent a Board of Enquiry along to check the facts and they reported to him that Jesus was indeed dead.

(iii) Nor could the body have been stolen because it was guarded by               12 Soldiers who would pay with their own lives if they failed in their duty. No one could get past them. Except God raising his Son.]
(iv) Of course, all the rumours of resurrection could have been scotched once and for all by the Authorities producing the corpse of Jesus. They only had to produce his dead body and there would have been no more talk of resurrection. Finished for ever.                                                                                       

But they did not. Because they could not.                                              Because he was alive again.
(4)

 (v) And finally, the Disciples were doubtful. They didn’t believe at first. Only the overwhelming evidence of Jesus alive and risen from the dead and come among them talking and eating convinced them.

Most of The Twelve were martyred. Why risk your own life if it is not true?

The verdict of Easter Day is that the resurrection of Christ from the dead IS an historical fact.

None of the theories that deny the resurrection hold water or pass examination.
2. The resurrection is a theological fact.  
> A Gospel without a resurrection, is NOT a Gospel.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15 v1&2

“Let me remind you of the Gospel you received and by which you are saved”

Let me remind you of the WHOLE gospel. Which he then spells out in verses 3 onwards:
“I preached to you what I also received: THAT Christ died for our sins; THAT he was buried, THAT he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures and THAT he appeared”

The gospel isn’t the cross, it isn’t his death, it isn’t the resurrection, it isn’t Christ’s appearances, it isn’t the Scriptures. THE GOSPEL IS ALL OF THESE THINGS TOGETHER, including the resurrection. 

Take the resurrection OUT and you have NO true gospel.
Take the resurrection out and Christian theology is mutilated and is no longer Christian.
(5)

St Paul says that if you don’t hold fast to it all, including the resurrection, THEN YOU BELIEVE IN VAIN.  In other words, your faith is WORTHLESS.

Let me remind you this Easter Day that the resurrection is a theological fact and theological necessity.

- Without it we are not saved, Without it we believe in vain.                       - Without it we are lost and deluded and only to be pitied.
3. Third, because the fact of the resurrection of Christ is so important and central, because the events of Easter Day are so critical to Christianity The resurrection is a fact that demands a RESPONSE.
Paul says, It is of ‘FIRST’ importance. 
In other words, everything else is secondary.
EVERYTHING, he says, I counted as loss save that of knowing Christ.
Knowing the risen Christ is best:
Its better than family life, better than work, better than sport, better than holidays, better than shopping, better than gardening, better than any hobby or intellectual pursuit. Better than anything else.

And, of course, its the only way to be saved, the only way to heaven, the only way to spend eternity with God.

I began with a Mother whose son returned alive. I end with a Father whose young daughter died.  

Devestated though he was, he said,    
"Until you stare death eye-to-eye, Easter is just a word, a nice day with chocolate eggs...but when someone so precious to you dies, Easter becomes everything...an anchor in a fierce storm...a rock on which to stand...a hope that raises you above despair and keeps you going..."
(6)

So, if you want that anchor, that rock, that hope                                      THEN, I say to you, CHOOSE CHRIST. 
And choose him TODAY.
Here is a Prayer of Response you might like to pray silently after me:
LORD JESUS CHRIST,                                                                                     I Thank you that you love me                                                                         and showed your love by dying on the Cross for me;                                                                          I admit that I have gone my own way                                                                and done what is wrong;                                                                                 I’m sorry;                                                                                                          I come to you now in faith and trust                                                               and offer my life to you;                                                                                   I want to live for you;                                                                                                 So please come into my life,                                                                       accept me, forgive me, cleanse me                                                                and fill me with the Holy Spirit;                                                                                  Grant me the joy of knowing that you will never leave me                                                                                     and help me to be a faithful follower                                                                   all the rest of the days of my life.                                                            AMEN.
