Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on Sunday 13th June 2010 at 10.30am
Bible Readings:   Galatians 5 v23  Luke 9 v59-60

“RELUCTANT FOLLOWERS”
SOME people are impulsive followers. Like the person in the Gospel: “Lord, I will follow you WHEREVER you go”
An immediate response, but one that is not thought out and does not count the cost of following Jesus. Its all of a moment, all of an instance.

Stephan preached on ‘Impulsive Followers’ last week and its on the Church website for your study. Please do use the website, especially if you miss a Sunday. Though you will miss out on the fellowship you need not miss out on the teaching. I hear Stephan’s sermon was a powerful one so don’t miss it. And even if you heard it you can read it again with profit.
OTHERS say that they will NEVER follow.

Roy and I were at a meeting on Tuesday when we heard a local Vicar say that when he was at the Gym a man turned to him and said,

 “I could never be religious because: 

one lot hates gays and covers up for paedophiles; 

one lot hates women and wont let them play a full part; 

and one lot wants to blow everyone up!”
WHY? WHY? WHY? does the Church in Britain not grow?
It has NOTHING to do with the Gospel -for the Gospel is always attractive - But it has EVERYTHING to do with us, the Church. 
The world looks at us and is not impressed, like the man in the Gym. 
(2)
The world looks at us and does not see lives transformed by Christ.                 The world looks at us and does not see the fruit of the Spirit in us.
The world looks at us and sees an unattractive club NOT a loving, caring, spiritual fellowship of Believers alive in the Spirit and hungry for the Word of God.
What does the world see?  IT SEES RELUCTANT FOLLOWERS

And so to today’s Scripture, Luke 9 v59-60
Jesus said to a man, “Follow Me”                                                                       but the man replied, “Lord, let me first go and bury my Father.”                              Jesus said to him,                                                                                               “Let the dead bury their own dead                                                                            but you go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.”
Can you imagine the privilege of Jesus himself coming up to you and saying, “Come, Follow me” ?

-Seeking you out from the crowd and personally inviting you.

There is NO greater privilege in the whole world than to receive a personal invitation from the King of Kings himself. To make such an Invitation means he considers you of the utmost worth. He wants you.
Yes! Jesus WANTS US!!  Its amazing to ponder.                                              He wants us to be his good disciples.
But what does the man in the story do?                                                       He says, “Lord, let me first go and ....”   v59b
The man thinks that OTHER THINGS are more important than Jesus. Other things are more important than the kingdom of God.                           Other things are more important than salvation.                                 Other things are more important than one spiritual state.                                 Other things are FIRST.
So, true to form, he says to Jesus: “Let me FIRST go and”

He is a RELUCTANT Follower. Reluctant to put JESUS first.
(3)

Just turning to the Text, please note that what the man says is a CONTRADICTION IN TERMS and cannot be said.

In the ancient world, though there were some free men, the great bulk of people fell into one of just two categories. There were Slaves and there were Masters. Most people who weren’t slaves had slaves. In other words, they were Masters. And Masters had to be obeyed. Slaves had no choice but to do as requested by the Master.
And the Biblical word for ‘Master’ is LORD.

So, one CANNOT SAY, “LORD” and “LET ME FIRST” in the same breath.

It is a contradiction in terms.

No Lord would allow a slaves wishes to come before his own wishes.

ASs our Lord said, ‘A slave is not greater than his master’

THE CHOICE before us all is quite clear.

Its either “The Lord” first   OR  “Me” first 

We either follow Christ or we reject Christ

BUT IT CANNOT BE The Lord AND Me. 

Only ONE can be first.                                                                                      Only ONE has priority.

So, “Lord, let me first go and bury my Father” is an impossibility.                             

AND HERE is the nub of the problem of the Church in Britain today.
The problem is that MANY Church people DO SAY,                                   ”Lord, let me first”

(4)


They DO think it is all right to be a casual Follower.

They think that Jesus is just an “ADD-ON”                                                               A little bit of icing on the cake of life and not the main ingredient. 
They think that fulfilment is to be found in personal happiness and possessions and fail to recognise that true happiness begins with a relationship with God through his Son Jesus Christ.

Semitic Scholars think that the phrase “Let me bury my Father” is a near-Eastern figure of speech. It is not to be taken literally but really means “Let me wait until....”
“Lord, let me wait until I’ve got a degree; Let me wait until I’ve married; Let me wait until I have a good job; Let me wait until I retire;  Let me wait until I have sorted out my house; Let me wait until I’ve got my garden straight; Let me wait until I’ve had time to for myself to relax a bit. Lord, let me wait .............”
Casual followers are those who think it is all right to let Jesus WAIT.

And the church is FULL of such casual, reluctant, followers.
-Which is why the church is weak.                                                           -Which is why the church is not as attractive as it ought to be.                        -Which is why the world is not flocking to join us.
The Church will only be strong when reluctant followers are in the minority. When the majority put JESUS first, when the majority show that Jesus has transformed their lives, their values and all that they do.

When “Lord, let me first” is something in the past, something no longer practiced.

(5)

Jesus said, “Let the dead bury the dead.” Meaning “Let the spiritually dead do the unspiritual things” and therefore you will have time for the spiritual.

Namely, “You go and proclaim the Kingdom of God”
There isn’t enough time to do everything                                                     and so choices have to be made. 
So that there is time for the spiritual, some unspiritual things will have to be done by others or not done at all.

Jesus is calling us to re-think our priorities.

“Let the dead bury their own dead                                                                            but you go and proclaim the Kingdom of God.”
In Africa, every day, every gazelle wakes up thinking,                                              “If I don’t run faster than the lions I’ll be supper!”                                                            And every Lion wakes up thinking,                                                                   “If I don’t run faster than the gazelles I’ll starve!”

So, are you a gazelle running away or a lion pursuing?

Running away from God or pursing the kingdom?
Notice the graciousness of our Lord. Though the man invited does not respond properly, Jesus gives him a second opportunity “But YOU go and proclaim the Kingdom of God”
IF we have been reluctant followers, if we have been casual followers, if we have not put Jesus first THEN ALL IS NOT LOST. There is Hope!

(6)

Amazingly, Jesus is prepared to commission the reluctant. But only if they will put their reluctance behind them and start being active disciples.

Why? Because God is patient.  God is Slow to anger.
But we must not presume on that patience.

INSTEAD, let us ask for the grace of God, the Spirit of God, to transform our whole lives so we may better follow and serve him.
Our reluctance will be turned round when God touches our lives. Covet that touch of God.

“So live by the Spirit” says St Paul in Galatians 5 “and you will not gratify the desires of your sinful nature. The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control”

Seek all these and put being a reluctant follower behind you.

