Sermon 6   “The confidence the resurrection gives”                                                                Preached by Martin Tanner   Sunday 30th May 2010 

Bible Readings: 1 Corinthians 15:51-58   
What do we need as Christians above all else?     Is it not CONFIDENCE?
Confidence is everything. This week my car has been in the Garage. A terrible noise suddenly started and there was a clear oil leak. However, the dipstick was normal. I went to a garage I had confidence in and the Mechanic had a very quick look and said, “Your power steering hose is split, the noise is from the oil spilling onto the fan belt. Its a common fault on your model of car. I’ve seen many of these and fixed many of these”  Having confidence in him I left the car in his garage and the work was done.
But suppose he had said, “Tricky problem oil leaks! Could be many things. I’m not sure. Could take a long time.”  He would not have given me confidence in him, would he.  

-If we want hope but are not sure where to find it;                                                                            -If we want peace but are uncertain about its possibility;                                                        -If we want eternal life but are full of doubt;

THEN what are we saying about our faith?                                                               What message are we putting across?   

Confidence is everything.                                                                                                When we say “I believe” we are really saying “I have confidence “

The only faith that is worth anything is a CONFIDENT FAITH.  
Its the only thing that will ever motivate us to live the faith whole-heartedly. Do you think St Paul would have been shipwrecked, stoned, beaten, flogged, imprisoned and put his life in constant danger if he were not fully confident that Jesus Christ truly is the Son of God and the Saviour of the World?
If he had his doubts about the truth, would he have sacrificed so much?  
Of course he wouldn’t. Nor would any of the great Christians down the centuries.

Above all else we need A CONFIDENT FAITH. One that is ‘sure & certain’.
(2)

And 1 Corinthians Chapter 15 give us the grounds for such a confident faith, especially the last 9 verses which are today’s  portion and complete the chapter and this sermon series.          
It begins with these great words, “LO, (Listen) I tell you a mystery!”    
Yes, as Christians we know something the world doesn’t know! Its a secret that we have and they don’t. Its something most special but we know it. 
A mystery is something unsolved. The mystery is “How do we deal with death?” And this IS a mystery for the world. Its the one forbidden taboo subject.  But Christ has UNLOCKED this mystery, he has solved this problem, he has broken the taboo.

If only the world knew this. BUT WE KNOW IT.   Its our wonderful secret!                           And its true.  
But the world doubts and has no confidence in our message. 
A bit like the Managing Directors on a plane.

Ten MD’s had just boarded an executive Jet when they were all told that their Flight was going to be the first-ever pilot-less executive flight. Then each MD was told privately that their company’s software would be running the automatic pilot system. NINE of the MD’s promptly left the aircraft. But one sat there calmly. 

When asked why he was so confident he said, “If its the same software that runs my Company’s IT systems this plane won’t even take off!!”
Well, as Christians, we do have take-off.

So WHAT is OUR confidence?  What does 1 Corinthians 15 teach us?

· FIRST, death is defeated. It has no victory over us. v55 & v56
· SECOND, we will have new bodies. v51-54
(3)

Paul asks the question, “O death, where is thy sting?”

And the answer is: Death still DOES has a very real sting.

We cannot say that it means nothing to leave this earth, nothing to leave those you love, that there is no hurt, no sting for those left behind, for husband, wife, family, friends.

No, death still does have a sting that hurts terribly. Even JESUS himself experienced this when he came to the grave of his friend, Lazarus, who had been dead for four days. The Bible tells us that in the presence of the death of a loved one “Jesus wept”.

Death stings BUT, BUT, BUT death DOES NOT have the victory.

The grave does NOT have the final word.

Because, v56, “GOD gives us the victory through Jesus Christ our Lord”
God gives us one who is “the resurrection and the life” the Victor over the grave, the One who lived again on Easter Day and has lived ever since to this very day.
We have confidence because Jesus has defeated death.
When Jesus was raised from death he had a new resurrection body.
AND SO WILL WE. We will have NEW BODIES.

They will be like Jesus’ resurrection body. Different but recognisable.

So hear the great verse  v51                                                                                      “We shall not all sleep (meaning die) BUT we shall ALL BE CHANGED”
And it will all happen “in the twinkling of an eye”    It will be instant.
(4)

“The trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable and WE SHALL BE CHANGED. Our perishable nature must put on the imperishable and our mortal nature  immortality.”  v53
ALL BELIEVERS will be changed. We will receive the gift of a new resurrection body. This is FANTASTIC GOOD NEWS.

Does your body give you pain and problems?                                                                       Does your body not work as it ought to work?

THEN REJOICE! One day, at the resurrection, you will have a NEW body. Your present body is only a temporary one. You are about to have one that is far better. It will last for eternity.
“Lo, I tell you a mystery. We shall ALL be changed”

THIS is our confidence.

For more about the resurrection body read again Charlie Lloyd-Evans excellent sermon which is on the Church website.

THIS is our confidence. 

Therefore, we should have a NEW RESOLVE:
The last verse of the Chapter, v58, says
1. STAND FIRM.

2. GIVE YOURSELVES FULLY TO THE WORK OF THE LORD.
(5)

Stand Firm. 

That is: don’t give in to an attitude of defeat. Christians are not called to be defeatist. We know what the future holds. The victory, in Christ, is ours.                                          We can be confident.                                                                                             Don’t give in to the doubters, the secularists, the atheists.

Stand Firm.  Jesus Christ IS the way and the right way. NEVER stop following HIM!

FURTHER, listen to the very last words of the last verse

“KNOW that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless”

Nothing done for God goes to waste.

We do NOT labour in vain.

In the present time we may not see how it all fits together,                                                  we may not see how it all makes sense but the promise is still true.
Nothing done for God goes to waste.

In Conclusion

The resurrection of Christ gives us a new confidence.

And a new confidence gives us a new resolve.

At the end of studying one of the greatest chapters of the NT                                      may you have this confidence and this resolve.

And never lack either.
TAKE HEART!
