Sermon preached by Martin Tanner in St Mary’s Church, Market Drayton on Sunday 11th July 2010 at 10.30am
“Honouring the Name of Jesus”

 “Honouring the Name of Jesus” is the title of this Sermon based on the this very well known text: Philippians 2 v10 & 11 

“At the Name of Jesus every knee shall bow in heaven and on earth and under the earth and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father”

I claim no originality and the idea comes from a Commentary on Philippians by RT Kendall. But the importance of the subject is SO important it must be repeated.

The subject is the Reputation of Jesus Name.
But first we need a little grammar and an understanding of the subjunctive (I can see your enthusiasm suddenly increase!) What is the difference between these two statements:
-“Tonight, I WILL watch the World Cup Final”                                               -“Tonight, I SHALL watch the World Cup Final”

“Shall” is the subjunctive tense and is used in conditional clauses.

In other words, “I shall watch the Final IF I’m back from church, IF the In-Laws don’t call round, IF I have got everything ready for Monday morning, IF I don’t feel too tired.
But if I say “I will watch the Final” there are no conditions. I WILL watch it regardless. Everything else will come second. Even if I’m tired, even if I feel sick, even if I have company I WILL WATCH IT. No exceptions.

SO, there is all the difference in the world between saying “At the Name of Jesus every knee WILL bow” and “At the Name of Jesus every knee SHALL bow”

HOWEVER, the NT uses both translations.

Romans 14 v11 says WILL and Philippians 2 says SHALL.

There are TWO WAYS of honouring Jesus Name. One is Voluntary and the other, Involuntary.
(2)
The voluntary way is the way of faith.                                                               The involuntary way is the way of judgement.

The voluntary way is done now.                                                                         The involuntary way will be done at the end of time.

SOME DAY every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. Christians will do so willingly and joyfully and with faith. But one day every Jew, Sikh, Muslim, Buddhist, Ba’hi, Hindu, Pagan, Agnostic and Atheist               WILL ALSO say “Jesus Christ is Lord” and acknowledge the One they have rejected or ignored. 

They will have no choice.                                                                               God will not let people take his name in vain for ever.     
You are free in this life to choose but one day the truth will have to be acknowledged.                                 

And the truth is this: Namely, JESUS CHRIST IS LORD.                              Philippians 2 says exactly this.
He is Lord ALREADY. Today. And Yesterday. And Tomorrow.                                                                                We do NOT MAKE HIM LORD by acknowledging him as Lord.                          He IS Lord already.

What we should do, what all people should do, is ACKNOWLEDGE his Lordship and bow the knee.
And if we do, we don’t change him but we do change our status with God.

“If you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, YOU WILL BE SAVED”

                                                                                    Romans 10 v9
Honouring the Name of Jesus confers SALVATION.

Failing to honour the Name of Jesus brings Judgement.

The difference is the difference between “Shall” and “Will”. Between what we may do voluntarily in this life or what we will have to do at the end of Time.

(3)

The verse we are looking at says,
Every knee shall bow in HEAVEN and on EARTH and UNDER the earth
Of course Jesus Name is honoured in heaven. It is also known and feared in Hell, ‘under the earth’. There is no remote corner of Hell where Jesus name is not known. When Jesus healed those who were bound the spirits recognised him as the son of God and declared so. The fallen spirits know all about him.

His Name may not be known in Market Drayton and Loggerheads, in London and Paris, in Moscow and New York but it is known everywhere else in Heaven and in Hell.

So what SHOULD we do?

Kendall give us 3 “P” ’s

1. With our mouths we must PROFESS, we must declare, that Jesus is Lord and be saved.
2. With our bodies we must adopt the POSTURE of worship and bow down and adore him. Offer him our praise and thanksgiving, our worship.
3. And with our wills we must give Jesus PRIORITY

Jesus’ Name and honour MUST be central.
The old saying says “He must be Lord of ALL or he is not Lord at all!”

SO, your (and my) future, your (and my) career, your (and my) retirement, your (and my) plans, your (and my) marriage, your (and my) use of time, your (and my) use of money, your (and my) choice of friends MUST ALL come under his Lordship.
(4)

IF anything you do in ANY area of your life compromises your faith and is in conflict with the Lordship of Christ then you are NOT honouring his Name 

and you must CHANGE what you do and remove the compromise.

OTHERWISE, though you may call him Lord with your lips,                                he is NOT, actually, Lord of your life.

THE MORE we honour the Name of Jesus THE LESS we shall be ashamed of Jesus in our day-to-day living.

FINALLY, to truly honour the Name of Jesus and make him Lord of your life, REQUIRES HUMILITY.
My Name, my reputation has to be of no account and has to be secondary. But so often ambition and jealousy wrecks the Christian Church and Jesus is not honoured.
It goes like this:

Most divisions in the Church are not really about theology but about personal rivalry, about ego.

There is an issue of the day. Sacraments. The Bible. Ministry. Role of Women. Role of Gays. Whatever.

Then each group convinces themselves that they are right.                                              And, therefore, that the others are wrong.

And then the group says, “We know we have got it right and therefore it is really all about honouring the Lord and being faithful to him. We really can’t budge on this issue.”
And soon the Church has hundreds of denominations, all convinced they are right and all unprepared to back down.

Its all about ego and personal rivalry rather than really about the Lord. 

In fact the Lord is dishonoured by the divisions and the squabbling.

To truly honour the Name of the Lord requires humility by us.
The challenge to us all is TO GIVE JESUS PRIORITY AS LORD.

Thats the way to honour him.
