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Kindle in us the fire of your love 

Sunday’s Gospel is a somewhat sobering read. Luke gives us 

an insight into the distress that Jesus experienced within 

himself in the course of his ministry. When Jesus says in this 

gospel reading that he has come to bring fire to the earth, he 

is referring to the fire of the Holy Spirit. 

At the beginning of Luke’s gospel, John the Baptist said that 

whereas he baptizes with water, Jesus would baptize with 

the Holy Spirit and fire. This prophecy is fulfilled at Pentecost 

when the Holy Spirit comes down upon the disciples in the 

form of tongues of fire. 

Yet before Jesus can pour out the Spirit on his followers, he 

must first undergo what he refers to in the gospel reading as 

a baptism. This is a reference to his death when Jesus will be 

plunged into great suffering. He speaks of his distress until 

this baptism is over. 

We all experience distress at having to face into an 

experience that will cost us a great deal. Jesus knew that 

distress to the greatest possible degree. He goes on to 

suggest that his disciples will get caught up in his own 

distress, stating that he has come not to bring ‘peace’ but 

‘division’. Many of those who chose to follow in his way will 

find themselves at odds with others, even with family 

members. Following the Lord and walking in his way will 

often mean saying ‘no’ to what people want from us. 

Faithfulness can be costly. Yet, because of the Lord’s own 

faithfulness unto death, his Spirit has been poured into our 

hearts. The fire of that Spirit at work in our lives helps to 

keep us faithful and courageous in our following of the Lord. 

There is an onus on us, therefore, to keep that fire of the 

Spirit burning in our hearts. We need to keep praying, ‘Come 

Holy Spirit, fill our hearts, and kindle in us the fire of your 

love’. 

Ian 

The Phoenix Group 

(for those bereaved)  

Meeting Friday 19th August for coffee and 

chat at Oakgate Nursery Meet at Lidl car park 

10.30am 

Community Coffee Morning 
The next Community Coffee Morning  

will be held next Thursday, August 18th   

from 10am-12pm in the Parish Rooms.  

Please come along for a chat, cuppa and cake. Why 

not invite someone along who may enjoy a bit of 

company after such difficult times.  If you could help 

serve the cakes or the teas and coffees, help with 

setting up (from 9am) or clearing up, or could sit and 

chat with someone on their own then do let the 

church office know. See you on the 18th  

Swap Shop 

Saturday 10th September 

in the Parish Rooms. 

Helpers and donations  

would be very much 

appreciated, and please 

put the word around.  

Thank you Carol 

Open the Book 
Open the Book is a great way for churches to reach 

out to their local schools and give primary school 

children an opportunity to hear key Bible stories. A 

training session has been arranged in our Deanery 

just before Covid struck, but we’re delighted that this 

has now been rescheduled for Saturday 14th October 

2022 (9.30-12.30) at St Peters’ Church, Stoke on 

Tern, TF9 2EZ.  If you would like to book a place 

please let Helen Hughes in our Church office know. 



Staying in Touch 

The office is now open Mon-Fri 11.00am—1.00pm.       

Helen will be in the office from 9.00am.   

Phone: 01630 653505     

E-mail: stmarysmarketdrayton@gmail.com 

We will continue to post information to our website and 

Facebook page: 

Website: www.stmarysmarketdrayton.org.uk 

Facebook: @StMarysMarketDrayton 

Vicar: Catherine McBride 

E-mail: vicarofstmarys@gmail.com  

Phone: 01630 656943    

If you do not wish to continue to receive these 

newsletters, please let us know. 

Please note the office BT email address no longer works.  

Please use stmarysmarketdrayton@gmail.com 

Foodbank Items Needed                           

      Please pray for...  

Helen Sweet’s son-in-law Alan, David Smith, John 

Panter, Rod Hardacre, Liz Barnes, David Jones, Guy 

Skipwith , Mary Burt, Catherine Smith (now 

recovering at home), Ray Thomas.  Please pray for 

Jayne Stonehold’s family as they care for their mum, Irene. 

Also for Emma Reay who is recovering at home from a 

mini stroke and Sherrie Howlett also recovering at home 

from a recent hospital stay..  

Regular Services 

Sunday 14th August 2022 

9.00am BCP Holy Communion 

10.30am CW Morning Worship 

Readings:  Jeremiah 23. 23-29    Luke 12. 49-56   

 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85337124930?

pwd=NFdMTzRMR2JXbXRoSCtVRS9PSkZXdz09 

Meeting ID: 853 3712 4930  Password: 867888 

 

Wednesday Morning Prayer 9.00am ZOOM 

Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89943278704?

pwd=RytPQ3RmOG5yYlBpUWpoWWkxWGFEZz09  

Meeting ID: 899 4327 8704   Password: 730701 

Thursday 10.00am Holy Communion (CHURCH) 

You can also join our Zoom services on your landline using 

any of the following numbers, with the meeting IDs and 

passwords above: 0203 481 5237  /   0203 481 5240 

              0131 460 1196  /   0203 051 2874  

Christ Church Monthly Film Club 

Monthly on a Monday afternoon at 1.30pm. 

Admission and all refreshments are free. Next 

film is Wuthering Heights on 19th September. 

Stock Items urgently required        

 NO STOCK — UHT Milk (Semi & Full);  

Sponge pudding / Slab Cakes 

LOW STOCK— Jars or Tins of Cooking / Pasta Sauces; 

Long-Life Cartons of Fruit Juice 

 We have plenty of—Pasta; Rice; Tea; Baked Beans; 

Tinned Tomatoes.  

If you need to contact the Foodbank please call  01630 

654007 (not the number in the current church directory). 

The trolley at the back of church is now in use. Any 

donations for the Foodbank are gratefully received  

Spiritual Listening Course 

St Peter’s Stoke on Tern 

This is a practical course for those wanting to be more 

able to make space for God in conversation with 

others. 

Participants need to be praying people with a (possibly 

emerging) gift for listening and some awareness of 

how others pray. They also need to be in receipt of 

spiritual direction themselves (which can be arranged 

if needed). The course forms one module of the 

diocesan training in spiritual direction but  can be 

taken as a stand-alone course. 

It will run over six Tuesdays in the autumn, from 10am

-4pm, starting on 13 September at St Peter's. For 

details of dates, cost and an application form see the 

diocesan website or email Charles Ruxton, Diocesan 

Spirituality Adviser.  

Ginger and Spice Festival  

Saturday 24th September 
Here are some ways you can help St Mary’s  reach out to 

our community during our town’s G&S Festival: 

Heritage Trail: We would love to welcome people into our 

church as part of the Heritage Trail. We need people to 

help man the church for a slot between 10.00am—

4.00pm. 

Jazz and Blues Concert with Colin Browne and Friends. If 

you were at this concert back in 2019 you’ll remember 

what an amazing evening it was. We need people to help 

with stewarding and refreshments. 

If you can help with either of the above events, please do 

sign up at the back of church. Thank you. 

Congratulations to Stephanie & Malcolm      

Grey-Smart who celebrated their Golden 

Wedding Anniversary on Friday 
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